
 

 
 
 

PAROLEE SERVICES NETWORK 
REGIONAL MEETING 

Kern County Mental Health 
3300 Truxtun Avenue 

Bakersfield 
January 12, 2011 

 
PRESENT: 
Randal Force – Turning Point    Rashid Frye – WestCare  
James Stanton – CDCR     Marilee Moon Vanni – ADP 
Jennifer Malara – College Community Services Audrey Presley – KCMH Gate Team 
Sharon Price – Aegis Institute   Felicia Skaggs – KCMH Gate Team 
Sandra Gates – KCMH SA Admin   Lily Alvarez – KCMH SA Admin 
Cindy Coe – KCMH SA Admin   
 
SUMMARY MINUTES: 

 
1. Introductions:  Accomplished.  Ms. Alvarez announced she must leave the meeting early 

due to a conflict; Ms. Skaggs will facilitate. 
 
2. Approval of October 13, 2010 meeting minutes:  Motions by Presley / Price to 

approve as submitted; approved all ayes. 
 

3. Follow-up items:   
 

A. Page 2, item 3C:  Admission/discharge forms in Anasazi – Ms. Skaggs reported 
the forms are now built into Anasazi; providers are asked to remind their staff 
they need to complete the forms as soon as possible.  

 
B. Page 3, item 7D:  Aegis allocation methodology – Ms. Alvarez asked that Ms. 

Price ensure Aegis has a written allocation methodology; Ms. Price agreed.  
 
 NOTE:  Agenda items heard out of order 
 
4. Mental Health Issues:   
 

A. Ms. Alvarez reported all providers can now submit the PSN admissions and 
discharges electronically, and questioned whether providers were current in their 
data entry for submission to the state.  Ms. Skaggs indicated Turning Point and 
WestCare are almost finished. 
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B. Ms. Alvarez indicated the biggest challenge has been referrals to East Kern.  Ms. 
Skaggs reported the slots are full except for Lake Isabella, and Taft has two. 

 
C. Ms. Alvarez questioned whether PSN funding was included in the governor’s 

recent “radical realignment”.  Ms. Moon Vanni responded in the negative, as of 
yesterday. 

 
D. Ms. Alvarez reported the Department is creating a pipeline to identify who is 

referred, admission rates, and client flow.  There are 61 clients in PSN today.  
After the pipeline has been created a reconciliation with CalOMS will be done. 

 
E. Ms. Alvarez questioned whether the group was amenable to changing the meeting 

time back to 10:30 a.m. due to a conflict she has with another meeting.  Members 
agreed. 

 
F. Ms. Presley asked for confirmation, for PSN beds, there were two slots at 

WestCare; Ms. Alvarez confirmed there are 2 at WestCare, and a funding shift 
letter should have been completed and sent.  Mr. Frye reported they have one in 
residential now, and have space for more.  They are waiting for the official letter.  
Ms. Moon Vanni asked that an e-mail be sent regarding revising the Work Plan. 

 
G. Ms. Moon Vanni confirmed the weekly occupancy is received, and asked that 

staff meet with her after this meeting to discuss reports that may be outstanding. 
 

H. Mr. Stanton questioned whether the number of referrals were adequate and 
whether parole agents were receiving their progress reports.  Ms. Skaggs 
responded the progress reports are submitted by the providers, and if an agent 
needs a specific progress report Ms. Presley is able to access and print them. 

 
5. Review of PSN Program Standards: Copies of the Standards were distributed.  Ms. 

Skaggs asked whether there were sections that needed review. 
 

A. The treatment provider will reserve space for up to 72-hours past the estimated 
time of arrival of the client.  Ms. Presley questioned whether the 72 hours was for 
a bed or an appointment.  Ms. Skaggs felt the interpretation would not apply to 
missed or no show appointments, a client would need to return for another 
referral. 

 
B. Treatment providers will not admit a parolee into the PSN program without an 

approval/referral from the Parole Agent.  Ms. Presley asked that Mr. Stanton 
remind agents to get the PVDMI to her.  Ms. Moon Vanni indicated the 1502 was 
the only form ADP was familiar with.  Mr. Stanton reported the PVDMI was a 
comparable form, with drop-downs, and actually provided more information on 
the parolee. 
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C. Parolees shall be awarded services regardless of the length of parole time 
remaining.  It is the expectation of CDCR/OSATS that County services will be 
provided once the PSN funding is no longer available.  The Counties must make 
every effort to provide continued services under county funded resources.  Ms. 
Presley asked for clarification.  Ms. Skaggs responded this specifies, if a parolee 
still desires services after he is released from parole, providers would continue 
services and shift the case to a different funding source. 

 
D. In order to be eligible for PSN, the participant must be a CDCR parolee and: (5) 

Must not pose a threat to the physical safety of others.  Ms. Skaggs indicated 
there had been a recent incident at WestCare with a volatile individual, and the 
counselor called Ms. Presley.  Ms. Skaggs questioned whether the gatekeepers 
could, if determined through the PVDMI, consult with the parole agent to see if a 
client is appropriate for treatment.  Mr. Stanton responded in the affirmative, 
indicating it is a fairly common practice.  Ms. Skaggs felt there would be a change 
seen in the number of high-risk offenders being referred, and asked whether 
training could be arranged for the providers.  Mr. Stanton felt arranging a training 
would be a county responsibility, and suggested if a client is out of control the 
provider should contact 911.  Mr. Frye indicated training on crisis procedures is 
provided, but staff panicked and failed to follow procedure; staff are provided 
training, are familiar with the parole population, and additional measures have 
been put in place. 

 
6. State ADP Issues:   
 

A. Ms. Moon Vanni reported there will be a PSN administrators meeting next week 
to review upcoming changes.  Some of the changes will include going to quarterly 
reports instead of monthly in an effort to streamline requirements.  Staff will also 
be reviewing cost reports from 2007-08 and 2008-09 to determine whether 
counties used all of their PSN funding.  ADP will review usage on a six-month 
basis, and if a county is not using their funding, ADP will take back the funding 
and award it to a county that is utilizing their funding. 

 
B. Ms. Moon Vanni encouraged providers to utilize the Clearinghouse accessible on 

ADP’s website for resources such as videos, books, posters, pamphlets and a 
variety of other materials. 

 
7. State CDCR Issues:  Not present.   
 
8. Kern County Parole Issues:   
 

A. Ms. Skaggs thanked Mr. Stanton for his efforts in getting slots filled in East Kern.  
Mr. Stanton indicated there were more agents assigned to the area. 
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9. Provider Issues:    
 

A. WestCare:  Mr. Frye questioned whether the meeting next week had been 
announced to providers.  Ms. Moon Vanni responded the meeting is for PSN 
administrators, who will then be responsible for relaying any applicable 
information. 

 
B. Aegis Institute:  Ms. Price reported the site visit this morning seemed to go well; 

they have 15 current PSN clients.  Ms. Moon Vanni added staff were very 
responsive in explaining the program. 

 
C. Gate Team:  Ms. Skaggs asked that staff be reminded to get their reporting forms 

in on time.  If they have any questions they may contact Yajaira Esparza at 868-
6451.   

 
D. Turning Point:  Mr. Force questioned whether providers could obtain a list of 

parole units, which is needed on the admission form.  After discussion, it was 
agreed Ms. Presley will obtain an electronic version and send it to Yajaira Esparza 
for distribution to all PSN providers.  

 
E. College Community Services:  Ms. Malara had no additional report. 
 

10. ADP site visit to WestCare:  Ms. Moon Vanni and Mr. Frye agreed to conduct the 
planned site visit tomorrow, January 13th in the morning. 

 
11. Next meeting April 13, 2011, at Kern County Mental Health Administration. 
 
FS:LA:cc 
 
Attachments to original minutes:    
PSN Program Standards – Mental Health  
  


